Visual Art ‘Beauty’ Works
Digital Photography II & Independent Study Level II Advanced Students
Photographs are supposed to be beautiful. Therefore addressing how to define beauty in a
photography class was natural. Each student was introduced to the project with some simple
random questions with regard to defining beauty. They were then shown a series of You-Tube
videos that addressed the issues of photo retouching and how the media works to define beauty
to a level of unrealistic & unattainable perfection. After this experience they were asked to
redefine beauty on another piece of paper. Our final product is a triptych with three
representational images that define beauty from different people’s point of view.
Photograph 1:
Students were given work from Dr. Bernardo’s philosophy class and asked to interpret his
student’s notes and instructions based on a philosopher’s opinions of how to define Beauty.
It was then time to take some pictures!
Photograph 2:
Based on their own ideas and definitions of beauty the students took visuals to represent these
unique and rather personal points of view.
Photograph 3:
The class was introduced to the Positive Exposure Blog and were allowed time to explore and
get to know the students. I had asked these blog participants to reflect on their idea of how to
define beauty. My class then selected a students’ point of view to depict.
The culminating photographs as well as the anonymous quotes around the room exemplify
how these young individuals have learned and truly grown through this experience!

Graphic Arts III
The graphic medium is used to manipulate, translate, interpret and define on a regular basis,
by combining typography and visual imagery (realistic & representational). Working in
conjunction with Miss Luisi’s Creative Writing class my students were able to give a visual
punch to poetic voices. These poems were written based on solely a visual interpretation of
a photograph one of the Positive Exposure students.
Later in the year these students were introduced to the Positive Exposure Blog and provided
a deeper understanding as to what this project was all about. They were then asked to find
a student that they could relate to and would want to get to know better. Each individual wrote
a letter to the blogger asking he/she for further information about himself/herself so that they
could design a graphic visual that represents them. As growing designers working for a client
and addressing the idea of interpreting another’s point of view, while adding their own visual
creativity is an ever-evolving challenge. The resulting works are some very personal and
touching marks to try to capture the essence of a person through a visual and graphic medium.
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Triptych Assignment
Digital Photography II
Students
Students were asked questions and shown a series of videos as an introduction to this project.
• What is beauty? (cold questions no prep)
• What do you think of retouching (pros/cons)…what are your thoughts and opinions? (After Videos 1-3)
• Are warning labels appropriate? (After Video 4)
• Did your definition of beauty change, did your perception change (After all videos)

Course: Digital Photography
Assignment: Triptych – “What is Beauty? & How can you define it?
Name: ________________________
You are being asked to focus on a serious subject with this project. Defining beauty and translating all that it is and can
be is a difficult and daunting task. Our first approach will be to look at it from a philosopher’s point of view. You will be
asked to visually represent a point of view based on the guidance provided from RHS philosophy students. Next you will
be exposed to a group of students who blog for an organization called Positive Exposure. Lastly, you will have to define
it yourself and capture your idea in camera.
Next you will create a triptych! (It is an image composed of 3 parts) The final project will be a series presentation, three
photos mounted, to create one visual message. The idea of composition is therefore taken outside of the individual
photograph and applied to the three in the grouping. When shooting, take multiple pictures of each area or scene that you
choose (5-10). Explore different compositions, perspectives, depths, camera modes, exposure, etc. before moving on to
another area. Take risks, go beyond what is easy and the first thing that comes to mind, be bold and expressive.
Remember to fill your camera up each and every time you go out to take photos. For the final, you will be mounting three
together, for display. This does not necessarily mean your three best photos but the three that TOGETHER, create the
strongest compositional presentation. To narrow this down, you will have a collection of photos for each of your three
definitions, you will print the best 3 for each category and we will then compare the final 9 and move them around to find
a nice arrangement of 3 images that relate to one another visually. (Through color, composition, texture, etc.)
Essential Question:
How do you convey the idea of beauty, its impact, and numerous interpretations through a collection of visual images?
Why is it important to take risks?
Timing & Procedures:
6 days of shooting (2 per def.) • 3-4 days for adjustments, modifications & oral critique • 3 days for mounting & written
critique (mounting will include 3 typed definitions & 3 photographs)
• Utilize appropriate camera modes in order to translate desired effects for project
• 3 contact sheets (3 ACROSS ~ 2 pgs. each) pictures, demonstrating several pictures for each scene (varied
P.O.V, exposure, etc.)
• Select 3 photos that work together start with the 9 5x7 pics. printed (NOT ALWAYS BEST 3 PICS)
• Arrange 3 pictures into a good composition (layout) review with peers and teacher, type up definitions
to size to fit within design & mount. (1/4” white, 1” BLACK BORDER)
Vocabulary:
Beauty, society, media, manipulation, philosophical inquiry & terminology, triptych, series, composition, theme,
expression
Evaluation:
Student / Teacher
You will have assessment for each set of defined images & then overall assessment of effort, critique, etc.
PHILOSOPHER INTERPRETATION
1) Preparation:
- Contact sheet of photos (3 ACROSS)
(5pts)______/______
2) Design & Composition:
- Each photo has interesting & unique composition
(5pts)______/______
- Multiple photos of a scene demonstrate experimentation with
composition, perspective, depth, camera modes, exposure, etc. (5pts)______/______
- Final image has a strong message, conveying definition, in an
interesting & dynamic visual way
(5pts)______/______
3) Technical Skill
- Computer adjustments are used to manipulate & enhance images (5pts)______/______
4) Creativity and Expression
- Student took risks with their work, images have been refined
& demonstrate a well thought out/creative approach
(5pts)______/______
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PERSONAL INTERPRETATION
5) Preparation:
- Contact sheet of photos (3 ACROSS)
(5pts)______/______
6) Design & Composition:
- Each photo has interesting & unique composition
(5pts)______/______
- Multiple photos of a scene demonstrate experimentation with
composition, perspective, depth, camera modes, exposure, etc. (5pts)______/______
- Final image has a strong message, conveying definition, in an
interesting & dynamic visual way
(5pts)______/______
7) Technical Skill
- Computer adjustments are used to manipulate & enhance images (5pts)______/______
8) Creativity and Expression
- Students have challenged themselves & developed their definition;
evidence of inquiry to the notion of beauty is obvious.
(5pts)______/______
BLOG STUDENT’S INTERPRETATION
9) Preparation:
- Contact sheet of photos (3 ACROSS)
(5pts)______/______
10) Design & Composition:
- Each photo has interesting & unique composition
(5pts)______/______
- Multiple photos of a scene demonstrate experimentation with
composition, perspective, depth, camera modes, exposure, etc. (5pts)______/______
- Final image has a strong message, conveying definition, in an
interesting & dynamic visual way
(5pts)______/______
11) Technical Skill
- Computer adjustments are used to manipulate & enhance images (5pts)______/______
12) Creativity and Expression
- Student has reviewed all of the blog posts in order to have a broad & complete understanding
of the writer to more thoroughly interpret their ideas
(5pts)______/_____
OVERALL PROJECT EVALUATION
13) Preparation:
- Student effort throughout the entire project
(10pts)______/______
14) Design & Composition:
- Final overall triptych has a strong message conveying and challenging
the viewer to define beauty & evaluate how it has been defined. (5pts)______/______
15) Technical Skill
- 9 images have been printed out at 5x7 (best 3 for each def.)
(5 pts)______/______
- Definitions have been printed to size, cut out & mounted
(5 pts)______/______
- Images & def. are mounted neatly & creatively
(15pts)______/______
16) Critique and Review
- Student spent time reviewing work & evidence of personal
exploration & reflection is obvious in your written critique.
(20pts)______/_____
Assignment Grade (150pts) ______/______
NJCCCS: ART – 1.1.12.D1/D2, 1.3.12.D2-4, 1.4.12.A1/3 B1/3

TECH – 8.1.12.C1

CAREER – 9.1.12.A1 C1 D1 F2, 9.4.12 C15-21/23/42/57 C(3)1-4

L. Valenti RHS 2011

Critique
Critique is an important part of the whole artistic process. I would like you to review your work and answer the following
questions honestly and fully.
Vocabulary to remember: Triptych, series, expression, Rule of thirds, frame, leading lines, background, perspective,
lighting, line, shape, rhythm, pattern, color, contrast, shutter speed, aperture, exposure, balance
PLEASE TYPE YOUR ANSWERS, CHOOSE 4 FROM BELOW.
1. How did you take risks with this project? Perhaps in a creative approach or in a thought process, what evidence do
you have of your risk taking?
2. How have your ideas/concerns/feelings about beauty changed? (from the beginning/middle/end)
3. How have you struggled in your quest to define and determine the notions of beauty?
4. Discuss one of you technical experiences from this project. Perhaps you used a manual setting that gave you the exact
desired effect, or perhaps you stumbled upon one, or maybe you could not take a photo because the lighting was
wrong and you had to find another subject.
5. Reflect on one of the visual works from the exhibit…what do you like about it, why, what does it tell you, etc.?
6. After viewing the final exhibition of all of the classes work, what is something you learned?
7. What would you say, share, and spread after this experience, to “Pay It Forward” with regard to beauty and how you
see it, or think it should be seen etc.
I WILL USE THIS SCALE TO EVALUATE YOUR ANSWERS!!!! (5 pts. each)
Student went above &
beyond answering the
question.
5

Student thoroughly
answered the
question.
4

Student
responded to
each question.
3

Student addressed
some aspects of the
question.
2
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Student did not
answer any of the
question.
0

Samples of cold reactions when asked to react to this project
and the task of addressing beauty:
This project gave beauty a deeper message and showed me it can be
everywhere.
It’s hard to interpret beauty because society tell us one thing while our
brain tells us another.
Having analyzed beauty, I realized that beauty is not simple and can’t be
described in one way;
rather, beauty can be expressed any way to any individual.
Discovering how many definitions there are of beauty is beautiful in itself.
“Beauty is in the eye of the beholder.”
Beauty can be more than just an appearance; it can also be inspiration, or
expression.
The idea of addressing beauty is interesting – you had to work off not only
your idea but the world others see.
Beauty is easier to find than I originally thought. It’s pure, natural, and
everywhere.
Beauty can be found in the simple things in life.
I feel like I have a new veiw on what beauty really is.
I feel like this project was very hard but it was good for us to do.
Beauty is in more places than I originally thought. Beauty is everywhere.

Sample Triptych
Assignments
All were printed and mounted out, each photo individually; these are samples for digital display.

GRAPHICS – BLOG REVIEW & LETTER
Essential Question:
How can someone, seemingly so different, relate to you?
Objective:
Review the Positive Exposure/PEARL blog and select a student that you would like to design a patch or some
other designed thing for?
Assignment:
You will be designing a silk-screened work for your chosen “client/peer” and will be corresponding with them
regarding this design.
You will:
 Join the PEARL Ning that I have invited you to.
 Review the blog and select a student to get to know
 Research their disorder to gain some information regarding what they go through
 Write up a letter with questions that you have so that you can get to know them and design
something for them.
We will then brainstorm and sketch out ideas next quarter!
Gr adin g:
• Join the Ning

5 pts.

Student
Earned points ______

Teacher
______

5 pts.

Earned points ______

______

•

Review of blog for HW

•

Research
10 pts.
Earned points ______
______
Write up a notes sheet of things you have learned and what you know about the person from the blog

•

Letter (be polite, appropriate & thoughtful)
15 pts.
Earned points _____
______
(Turn in a sheet of question ideas/brainstorming)
(Questions are relevant to the person, will provide you with insight into how or what to design for them)

•

Effort (throughout the whole project)

10 pts.

Earned points _____

______

•

Critique (thoughtful self-evaluation of work)

5 pts.

Earned points ______

______

Why did you select this person? What drew you to them? What are you hoping to learn from them?
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Total Grade ______
NJEA CCCS: ART (1.4,12) TECH (8.1.12.A, C) CAREER: (9.1.12.A1 D2 F2, 9.4.12.C16/18-21)
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______

CRITIQUE
Critique is an important part of the whole artistic process. I would like you to review your work and
answer the following questions honestly and FULLY.
(Punctuation, Sentence Structure, grammar…IT ALL COUNTS!!!!)
PLEASE TYPE YOUR ANSWERS!
1. Write up an account of how you completed this project. Include changes and feedback from your ‘Client’
what you did to satisfy his/her requests and all of the steps you took to complete your design.
2. Explain how you came up with your design. How does it reflect this person that you got to know? What
does it tell us about him/her?
3. What was something new that you learned with regard to people, differences, risks, and/or society while
executing this project?
I WILL USE THIS SCALE TO EVALUATE YOUR ANSWERS!!!! (5 pts. each)
Student went
above & beyond
answering the
question.

Student thoroughly
answered the
question.

Student responded
to each question.

Student addressed
some aspects of
the question.

Student did not
answer any of the
questions.

5

4

3

2

0
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GRAPHICS – Positive Exposure Blog Projects
Essential Question:
How do you see other people? How do you interpret them and how do you pass on those judgments? Why is
it important to take risks?
Objective:
Develop a custom design to capture the personality and interests of a student who is seemingly different from
you and yet has things you can relate to as well. Through written communication you will get a sense of the
person and design something custom, they will be your ‘client’ and you will have to show them options,
interpret their feedback and redesign until a solution is found.
Assignment:
Begin with thumbnails sketches and review with classroom peers and myself. Work up 2 roughs and then
create a design on the computer.
Post a jpeg of design to the Ning to be forwarded to PE Blog ‘Client’
Rework design as needed until a final solution is met between the client & artist
You will:
 Design a patch/logo/t-shirt/icon for a PE Blog member that you relate to
 Sketch out ideas & develop design on computer
 Communicate with your ‘Client’ until solution is resolved.
 Post designs to Ning
 Complete final design through silk screen, direct transfer, or digital print & mount to be sent to
‘Client’
Gr adin g:
• Creation of thumbnails

10 pts.

Student
Earned points ______

Teacher
______

10 pts.

Earned points ______

______

•

Detailed sketches (5 pts. each)

•

Computer Execution of Design
25 pts.
Earned points ______
______
– Student design represents student/client (5 pts.)
– Student has skillfully used programs & tools to create a clean & polished design (10 pts.)
– Student has taken risks & developed a unique and creative final product (10 pts.)

•

Creativity (interesting & unique designs)
10 pts.
Earned points _____
(Evidence of time spent creating detailed designs that are interesting and intriguing)

•

Communication/correspondence
10 pts.
Earned points _____
______
(Reviewed work with peers/posted to Ning/reviewed feedback & modified designs accordingly)

•

Client approval
10 pts.
Earned points _____
(You have created a design that you and your ‘client’ are happy with)

______

•

Effort (Throughout the whole project)

Earned points _____

______

•

Critique
15 pts.
Earned points ______
(Student spent time reviewing work & evidence of personal exploration & reflection
is obvious in your written critique)

______

Total Grade ______

______

NJEA CCCS: ART: 1.3.12.,D1-2, 1.4.12.B1/3 TECH: 8.1.12.C1 D2
CAREER: 9.1.12.A1 C1 D1 F2, 9.4.12 C15-21/23/36/42/57 C(3)1-4
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10 pts.

______

Dear ___________________,
Hello, my name is _______________________ and I’m a ___ grade student at
Ridgewood High School. My Graphic Arts class has been checking out your blog. In
our class we learn how to silk screen and design t-shirts, posters, patches, etc. and now I
have each been asked to create a design for you. I have been reading your posts and have
some questions. The project that I was thinking of for you is a_____________________,
with that I need some more information to come up with a cool design for you.
Question ideas: What is your favorite color? What kind of music do you like? We will
discuss more in class…
Look forward to hearing from you, (or some sort of sign off)
Your name ___________

Dear Coley,
Hey, my name is Christine and I’m a junior at Ridgewood High School. In my Graphic Arts class, we
have been checking out the Pearls Project blog. In our class we learn how to silk screen and design tshirts, posters, patches, etc. Graphic Arts class is my favorite class and I love what I do. I have been asked
to create a design for you and I am very excited to get started on it. I saw your blog posts and I see that
your favorite sport is volleyball. I, personally, am not good at sports, but I enjoy it, too! The project that I
was thinking of for you is a patch design, unless you have any other preference, like a t-shirt or
something. I want to make a really cool design that really represents you, and I want to get to know you
better. So, if you don’t mind, I have some questions to ask you!
Questions:
What grade are you in?
I don’t really have a favorite color, it always changes. But, right now favorite color is purple. What is
your favorite color?
I like to listen to just about any kind of music. I like pop, classic-rock, and slow songs. I’m kind of
musical (I play the violin and piano), so I like to listen to classical music, too. I saw on your blog that you
like Justin Bieber and Taylor Swift. But, what other kind of music do you like to listen to?
I love food! The only kind of food that I’m not really interested in is seafood. I think it’s because of the
smell. I’m not really sure.  What is your favorite food?
What is your favorite subject in school? I used to like math, but as it got harder, I lost interest…
Currently, my favorite class is Graphic Arts and I am really looking forward to making you something!
If you don’t feel comfortable about answering any of the questions, you can just ignore it and skip it. Feel
free to ask any questions about me that you want to know. And if you want to share anything else with me
that I haven’t mentioned, feel free to add! Once I start on the design, I’ll send them to you to see what you
think about it!
Look forward to hearing from you,
Christine

Hey Christine!! I think it's awesome that you're in a graphic arts
class !! It's great you found something you really enjoy. And for me
that subject is science...I know it's nerdy but I just LOVE it. I'm in
eighth grade and my favorite color has ALWAYS been blue, since I
knew what colors were, actually. I think it would be really sweet if
you could make something for me!:) As far as foods, I'll try
anything! My favorite food though...that's a toughy. Probably any
kind of fruit! ...or these yogurt covered pretzels...I mostly like Pop
music and Pop Country (Taylor Swift basically defines Pop Country)
but NOT just plain country ..I'm weird that way hahaha. It depends
on my mood but I also like some types of like rap or hip hop
hahaha. I also am in love with summer and being outside and I
have a pool that I spend a lot of time in. I hope that's enough to get
you started! If you have any other questions please feel free to ask
:)
~Coley :D

Christine	
  Oh	
  
	
  
Positive	
  Exposure	
  Blog	
  Project	
  Reflection	
  
	
  
1. For	
  this	
  project,	
  I	
  tried	
  to	
  include	
  as	
  many	
  of	
  Coley’s	
  favorites	
  and	
  the	
  things	
  that	
  
she	
  is	
  into.	
  	
  I	
  tried	
  many	
  different	
  	
  ways	
  to	
  create	
  a	
  design	
  that	
  she	
  would	
  like	
  the	
  
best.	
  	
  At	
  first,	
  I	
  didn’t	
  know	
  how	
  I	
  should	
  incorporate	
  into	
  one	
  design	
  because	
  the	
  
things	
  that	
  she	
  mentioned	
  were	
  so	
  different.	
  	
  However,	
  after	
  trying	
  a	
  few	
  
different	
  ways	
  of	
  the	
  design,	
  I	
  ended	
  up	
  with	
  a	
  design	
  that	
  Coley	
  might	
  like.	
  	
  Also,	
  
I	
  think	
  it	
  was	
  interesting	
  because	
  even	
  though	
  I	
  included	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  factors	
  to	
  
make	
  a	
  design	
  for	
  Coley,	
  the	
  design	
  reflected	
  my	
  style	
  too.	
  
	
  
2. As	
  I	
  said	
  before,	
  it	
  was	
  definitely	
  more	
  challenging	
  to	
  make	
  something	
  for	
  
someone	
  other	
  than	
  myself.	
  	
  With	
  time	
  of	
  experimenting	
  it	
  in	
  different	
  ways,	
  I	
  
found	
  a	
  way	
  to	
  incorporate	
  everything.	
  	
  All	
  the	
  parts	
  of	
  the	
  design	
  have	
  a	
  
meaning.	
  	
  All	
  of	
  the	
  things	
  that	
  make	
  up	
  the	
  notes	
  are	
  the	
  things	
  that	
  she	
  likes.	
  	
  
The	
  design	
  shows	
  that	
  she	
  enjoys	
  music	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  other	
  things	
  like	
  volleyball	
  
and	
  the	
  summer.	
  
	
  
3. I	
  learned	
  that	
  what	
  we	
  see	
  isn’t	
  necessarily	
  true.	
  	
  Media	
  executes	
  a	
  narrow	
  scope	
  
of	
  perception.	
  	
  However,	
  through	
  this	
  project	
  I	
  saw	
  that,	
  what	
  media	
  shows	
  isn’t	
  
everything.	
  	
  If	
  we	
  get	
  to	
  know	
  people,	
  we	
  can	
  see	
  that	
  there	
  are	
  many	
  different	
  
kinds	
  of	
  people	
  that	
  are	
  just	
  like	
  the	
  rest	
  of	
  us,	
  and	
  not	
  the	
  kind	
  of	
  people	
  that	
  is	
  
shown.	
  	
  I	
  think	
  that	
  this	
  project	
  was	
  a	
  very	
  meaningful	
  project.	
  

Dear Daniel,
Hello, my name is Collin and I’m a 12th grade student at Ridgewood High School.
My Graphic Arts class has been checking out your blog. In our class we learn how to silk
screen and design t-shirts, posters, patches, etc. and now I have each been asked to create
a design for you. I have been reading your posts and have some questions. I was
thinking about making a canvas sort of patch for you that represents some of the things
you like, with that I need some more information to come up with a cool design for you.
So what are your favorite colors, or is there any pattern you like? I see you play the
guitar, acoustic or electric? Or are there any sports teams you follow closely?
Talk to ya soon,
Collin

This just in from Daniel for Collin:

Hey thanks collin I love the idea!! I play a gibson
electric guitar. My favorite colors are white blue
black and green. I follow NBA a lot, mostly the
Boston Celtics. Also the Tennessee titans.
Also anything patriotic I'm pretty into.

Dear Brian,
Hey man, my name is Marko and I’m a junior at Ridgewood High School, New Jersey.
I’m in the graphic arts class; and what we do in that class is generate cool designs and logos and
such which we can print onto patches, posters, t-shirts, and so on. During class I happened to
check out your blog on the pearls project page and you seem like a cool kid so I was thinking to
make you something of the sort. The design I would like to make for you is something that
describes both who you are and what appeals to you and with the design create some sort of shirt
or patch, or even an emblem for you. If I may, I would like to ask you a few questions to get to
know you a little better and to learn a bit more about your interests.
-Are you a big fan of the Yankees and Colts? How thorough of a fan are you on those
terms? I’m not a large sports person so you are going to have to forgive me if I’m not able to
hold a large sports conversation with you, but do you have any favorites within those teams as
far as players, specific games, “golden” team years, or anything of those sorts?
-What are your favorite video games/ types of video games? What is your favorite
console? Do you play often? I myself am quite the gamer; I play Runescape and Call of Duty
Black Ops mostly and do some fighting games every now and then. Do you play with friends or
alone?
-Do you have any views on art? Any favorite pieces, designs, or logos that simply catch
your eye or attention when you look at them; and then are like wow that’s a cool design?
Favorite color and shape?
-Do you have any pets and/or siblings?
- Any hobbies or activities you enjoy doing with or without friends?
-Do you have any favorite/ preferable foods? I myself like sushi as one of my favorites.
Thanks for your time. If you have any designs or such that you find cool and would want to do
please mention them to me or even send them to me. Also feel free to ask me any questions
about anything. Cya around =D.

Hey Marko!
What’s up man? Thanks for the letter and this opportunity! Hmmm for the
questions…
Yes, I like both the Yankees and the Colts, I watch their games often with my Dad
and it’s usually a good time. I like Derek Jeter from the Yankees and Peyton
Manning from the Colts, I know kind of generic. And I don’t know if you want
this bit of information but Fenway Park is my favorite stadium.
Yes, I love games. I also play Runescape (so addicting!) and I have an xbox 360,
modern warfare 2 is my favorite game. Add me on rs if you want my rsn is
“btank”. I always play with my friends, it makes it so much more fun.
I don’t know why this came to mind but I like the design of the IBM logo, with the
stripes and the color blue. I also like the color red. I’m not much of an artsy person
so surprise me man! I’m sure you’ll have some ideas.
I love dogs but unfortunately my dad and brother are allergic. And for food I tend
to go for the Italian foods, can’t go wrong there!
Thank you for everything man! Hopefully we talk some more soon because you’re
pretty cool as well! Have a good day.
Brian

Blog Design Project
Graphic Arts III
Students
Students were introduced to the Positive Exposure/PEARLS project, we discussed what it was
about and watched the Dove video. We discussed difference and beauty and how it is interpreted
and translated. Then the students were introduced to the blog and asked to spend some time exploring it in order to find someone they felt a connection with. Each then drafted a letter to the
individual with the intent of designing something personal for them (a patch or t-shirt).
In retrospect I would have shown the movies detailed after this. I would start this project MUCH
earlier, so that we allow lag time for student responses and further correspondence!!!!

GRAPHICS – Positive Exposure Poem Project
Essential Question:
How can you make the written word visually powerful?
Objective:
Take written poems created by English students and give them a visual personality. Allow their words to come
to life and make a more powerful statement.
Assignment:
You will take the poems written by Miss Luisi’s class and sketch out ideas of what you want to emphasize and
how. Using the treatment of type & graphic visual imagery I want you to discuss with me your ideas and then
build them on the computer using Adobe Illustrator. The poems words should still be readable but just
enhanced by your graphic emphasis.
You will:
 Sketch out your ideas on paper
 Build your poem in Illustrator
 Discuss it with me & peers, review it, and rework it based on Miss Luisi & my comments
Timing/
Procedures:

Day 1:
Day 2:
Day 3:
Day 4:

Poem activity: breakdown poem into visual statement
Sketch out ideas, build on computer
Rework designs base on feedback.
Mount final poem designs

Vocabulary: interpretation, emphasis, typography
Evaluation: Self-evaluation & critique
Gr adin g:

Student

Teacher

•

Sketches of final poem
10 pts.
Earned points ______
(Student has thoughtfully interpreted the poem to translate the intended meaning)

•

Building of design on the computer
30 pts.
Earned points ______
______
– Student has experimented with different font styles (5 pts.)
– Use of creative typography adds to the meaning of the poem [unique manipulations of type] (10 pts.)
– Design elements & imagery enhance the feeling of the poem (10 pts.)
– Technical proficiency of Illustrator is evident (5 pts.)

•

Creativity (interesting & unique designs)
10 pts.
Earned points _____
(Evidence of time spent creating detailed designs that are interesting and intriguing)

______

•

Transfer
10 pts.
(Successful transfer of design to mouse-pad)

______

•

Effort
20 pts.
Earned points _____
– Continuous throughout the entire project (10 pts.)
– Dialogue with peers & faculty and reworking of design based on feedback (10 pts.)

______

•

Critique
20 pts.
Earned points _____
(Student spent time reviewing work & evidence of personal exploration & reflection
is obvious in your written critique)
Total Grade ______

______
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Earned points _____

TECH (8.1.12.A4) CAREER: (9.1.12.A1/D1/F2, 9.4.12.C15/16/19)

______

Rubric For Poem
Assignment
The participating Engish, Creative Writing, Teacher provided my students with poems written by her students.
My students were challenged with interpreting the poems to create a more dramatic visual statment.
We discussed the power of words and how to use emphasis and creative typography to develop the design.

CRITIQUE
Critique is an important part of the whole artistic process. I would like you to review your work and
answer the following questions honestly and FULLY.
(Punctuation, Sentence Structure, grammar…IT ALL COUNTS!!!!)
PLEASE TYPE YOUR ANSWERS!
1. Bullet a list of fonts that you have used and techniques used to manipulate the fonts to be creative and
unique in order to illustrate the poetic meaning.
2. How did you interpret the poem? Explain what you felt from the poem which determined the
fonts/colors/visuals that you used.
3. What does this poem say to you about the person it was written about? What did you learn about them
and infer from the words and picture that you saw.
4. From looking at the image of the person this poem was written about, what do you see? And from reading
the poem what do you now know about them?
I WILL USE THIS SCALE TO EVALUATE YOUR ANSWERS!!!! (5 pts. each)
Student went
above & beyond
answering the
question.

Student thoroughly
answered the
question.

Student responded
to each question.

Student addressed
some aspects of
the question.

Student did not
answer any of the
questions.

5

4

3

2

0
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Poem Interpretation
Samples
Sample projects the students utilize Photoshop and Illustrator to create their image.
They were printed on direct transfer paper and heat pressed onto a mouse pad for the final piece.

