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Matthew Holder , MD MBA, Global Medical Advisor and Chair of the 
Medical Advisory Committee for Special Olympics International, President 
Emeritus American Academy of Developmental Medicine and Dentistry 
(AADMD), Chief Executive Officer of the Lee Specialty Clinic in Louisville 
KY 

Dr. Matthew Holder is recognized as an international leader in the emerging field 
of developmental medicine.  Across the United States and around the world, his 
achievements in the development of clinical protocol, global health policy and 
academic programming have improved the lives of tens of thousands of 
individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD).  He presently 
holds three concurrent positions: 

As the Global Medical Advisor and Chair of the Medical Advisory Committee for Special Olympics International, 
Dr. Holder has created multi-disciplinary health programs serving over five-million athletes with IDD worldwide, 
and has consulted with national and world leaders in the development of legislation and policy. 

As the Chief Executive Officer of Chyron, LLC and Advantage Medical Corp., Dr. Holder co-designed and 
operates Kentucky’s first and largest interdisciplinary clinic focused exclusively on the care of adults with IDD.  To 
date, representatives from over 20 states seek to replicate the success of this model. 

As the Executive Director and, later, President Emeritus of the American Academy of Developmental Medicine 
and Dentistry, Dr. Holder has developed one of the largest networks of healthcare professionals who serve 
people with IDD in the nation; and, on behalf of all Americans with IDD, he continues to work tirelessly to change 
the face of clinical care and professional education. 

 

 



Yona Lunsky , PhD CPsych, Director, H-CARDD, Azrieli Adult 
Neurodevelopmental Centre, CAMH 

Dr. Yona Lunsky is a Clinician-Scientist in Adult Neurodevelopmental Services 
and Director of the Health Care Access Research and Developmental Disabilities 
(H-CARDD) Program at the Centre for Addiction and Mental Health. She is 
Professor in the Department of Psychiatry at the University of Toronto and Adjunct 
Scientist at the Institute for Clinical Evaluative Sciences (ICES). She earned her 
PhD in clinical psychology from The Ohio State University, and trained at the 
Nisonger Center UCEDD there prior to joining the University of Toronto Faculty of 
Medicine. She is currently the Developmental Disabilities Lead, a newly 
established role within the Department of Psychiatry, with a focus on integrating 
research, education and clinical excellence in the developmental disabilities area 

across the Adult Psychiatry and Health Systems andChild and Youth Mental Health Divisions. 

Dr. Lunsky has focused her research on the mental health needs of individuals with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities, and their families for over twenty years. She studies psychosocial risk factors for 
psychiatric disorders and health service utilization patterns in this population. Dr. Lunsky is the principal 
investigator of several studies examining clinical and systems issues related to health services. She is also 
involved in a number of projects focused on improving primary and emergency health care, as well as research 
on innovative approaches to improving the mental health of families. 

 

Shirley McMillan, RN PhD CDDN, Clinical Nurse Specialist at Surrey 
Place, International Liaison for American Academy of Developmental 
Medicine and Dentistry (AADMD) 

Dr. Shirley McMillan is a Clinical Nurse Specialist in the Adult program at a 
community agency in Toronto Canada. She holds an adjunct position in the Faculty 
of Nursing at University of Toronto and is a mentor for nursing students during their 
community placement. 

Her nursing career has been spent in the field of intellectual and developmental 
disabilities in a variety of settings including provincial institutions, family practice, 
special school and day program. 

Dr. McMillan was the first Canadian to achieve Certified Developmental Disability 
Nurse through DDNA. She received her PhD in Learning Disability Nursing from the University of South Wales. 
Her thesis focused on nursing support and challenging behaviours. 

 

Cathy MacLean, MClSc MD CCFP FCFP MBA, University of Saskatchewan 

Cathy MacLean has lived and worked in NB, NS, ON, AB, NL and SK as an academic 
family physician in numerous roles including UGME as Family Medicine UG Director at 
both Dal and Western, Faculty Development, as a resident supervisor in all locations 
and as Chair of Family Medicine at U of C and MUN.   In January, 2017 Dr. Cathy 
MacLean became the Director of Faculty Development for the College of Medicine at 
the University of Saskatchewan as well as continuing her practice involvement at West 
Winds in the Academic Department of Family Medicine.  She plans to stay put for a 
while!   Her roots are in the Maritimes and she has one son (Ross)  in Calgary and one 
daughter (Ryan)  in NS and a husband  (Bryan) who thankfully has gone wherever she 
has ended up for over forty years.  

Dr. MacLean has completed a Masters in Clinical Science in Family Medicine at 
Western University and a Masters in Business Administration from Saint Mary’s University in Halifax and is 
currently working on the Clinician Educator Diploma through the RCPSC – because learning is still fun!  Her 
primary interests are in systems transformation using the “quadruple aim” targets and meeting societal needs in a 
more coordinated and accountable primary care system.  She continues to be interested in research and 
scholarship in medical education focusing on physician behaviour change. 



 

Seth Keller , MD, Neurologist (Neurology Associates of South Jersey), 
Co-chair of the National Task Group on Intellectual Disabilities and Dementia 
Practices (NTG), Chair of the Adult IDD Section with the American Academy 
of Neurology (AAN), Past President of American Academy of Developmental 
Medicine and Dentistry (AADMD) 

Seth M. Keller, MD, a board-certified neurologist in private practice with Neurology 
Associates of South Jersey. He specializes in the evaluation and care of adults with 
Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities (IDD) with neurologic complications. He 
cares for individuals with IDD both in the community as well in New Jersey’s ICF/DD 
centers. Dr Keller is on the Executive Board of the Arc of Burlington County as well 
as on the board for The Arc of New Jersey Mainstreaming Medical Care Board.   Dr 
Keller is the Past President of the American Academy of Developmental Medicine 

and Dentistry (AADMD). Dr Keller is the co-chair of the National Task Group on Intellectual Disabilities and 
Dementia Practices (NTG). Dr. Keller is also the chair of the Adult IDD Section with the American Academy of 
Neurology.  He is actively involved in national and international I/DD health education as a speaker and webinar 
and workshop participant. He is a co- author on a number of articles and book chapters relating to aging and 
dementia in those with IDD. Raised in Philadelphia, PA, Keller received his bachelor’s degree from Temple 
University, earned his medical degree from The George Washington University School of Medicine in 1989, and 
completed his neurology internship and residency at Bethesda Naval Hospital. He also served as a neurologist at 
the U.S. Naval Hospital in Okinawa, Japan. 

 

Lilian Thorpe , MD PhD FRCP, Geriatric Psychiatrist, University of 
Saskatchewan 

Dr. Thorpe is a geriatric psychiatrist and has dual academic appointments. She 
obtained her M.D. at the University of Toronto, completed her residency in 
psychiatry at the University of Saskatchewan, and obtained her Ph.D. in 
Community Health and Epidemiology at the University of Saskatchewan. Her 
thesis explored the results of her 16-year longitudinal study of aging in adults with 
adult onset intellectual disabilities. Dr. Thorpe’s main clinical activities involve 
working with adults who have cognitive impairment, and providing services for 
inpatient consultations, the Geriatric Assessment Program, nursing homes, 
residential services for adults with intellectual disabilities and in the outpatient 
clinic. 

 

Kellie Davis , BSc MD, Assistant Professor in Pediatric Medical 
Genetics, University of Saskatchewan 

Originally from Halifax, Dr. Davis completed a Bachelor of Science majoring in 
Biology through Mount Saint Vincent University.  After finishing her undergrad, 
she worked at Dalhousie University as a research associate in a molecular 
genetics lab studying Cystic Fibrosis while obtaining a diploma in Health 
Administration.  She went to Medical School in Ottawa, where she became 
interested in Radiology.  She began a Diagnostic Imaging residency through the 
University of Calgary but in her third year, switched into Medical Genetics. 
Somewhat of a cross-over between Radiology and Genetics, she has a clinical 
interest in skeletal dysplasia; she also has an interest in cancer genetics.  In 
2016, Dr. Davis joined the Department of Pediatrics at the Royal University 
Hospital and is currently the Division Head for Medical Genetics. 

 

 

 



 

Michael Lavis , MA, Executive Director of Creative Options Regina 

Michael is COR’s founding Executive Director — a non-profit, charitable organization 
that develops personalized support services for people experiencing disability in 
Regina. SK. Under Michael’s leadership, COR has grown to become one of the largest 
support providers serving 20% of the province's most challenging youth and adults 
in-care. Michael is passionately committed to strengthening the disability services 
sector and to forge out new beginnings for the province’s most vulnerable citizens. A 
firm believer in working collaboratively, Michael is part of a team that pioneered the 
development of Tell It Like It Is, a sexual health and wellness educational curriculum 
for diverse learners. 

 
Ian Casson, MD MSc CCFP FCFP, Chair of the Developmental Disabilities 
Member Interest Group of the College of Family Physicians of Canada 

Ian Casson is a family physician in Yellowknife, Northwest Territories. He is an 
Associate Professor (Adjunct) in the Department of Family Medicine at Queen’s 
University, Kingston, Ontario. He is Chair of the Developmental Disabilities Member 
Interest Group of the College of Family Physicians of Canada. 

 
Rick Guidotti, Award-winning photographer, Founder of Positive Exposure 

Rick Guidotti, an award winning photographer, worked in NYC, Milan, Paris and 
London for a variety of high profile clients including Yves St Laurent, Revlon and 
L’Oreal. His work has been published in newspapers, magazines and journals as 
diverse as GQ, People, the American Journal of Medical Genetics, The Lancet, 
Spirituality and Health, the Washington Post, Atlantic Monthly and LIFE Magazine. 

Rick founded POSITIVE EXPOSURE after a chance encounter in 1997 with a young 
lady living with albinism at a bus stop in New York City.  As an artist, Rick was taken 

by her extraordinary beauty. In a quest for a better understanding of albinism, Rick sought out medical textbooks, 
where he was affronted by the dehumanizing images depicting disease, lacking all humanity. It was this 
experience which forced Rick to turn his lens from the more traditional ideas of beauty, to the beauty and 
richness of human diversity. 

Rick has since spent more than twenty years collaborating internationally with advocacy organizations/NGOs, 
medical schools, universities and other educational institutions to effect a sea-change in societal attitudes 
towards individuals living with genetic, physical, behavioral or intellectual differences. 
 

Priya Chandan, MD MPH PhD, Physiatrist (University of Louisville), AADMD 
Board Member, Project Director for the National Curriculum Initiative in 
Developmental Medicine (NCIDM), Global Clinical Advisor for Special Olympics 
International's MedFest 

Dr. Priya Chandan, MD, MPH, PhD, is a physician-researcher who engages in a variety 
of research projects that address the healthcare delivery system for PWIDD from 
medical, public health, and health services research perspectives. Dr. Chandan first 
became involved with Special Olympics through supporting her older brother, who has 
Down syndrome and is a Special Olympics athlete. She has been involved with Special 
Olympics at the local, state, and national levels and is currently the Global Clinical 
Advisor for Special Olympics International’s MedFest program. Dr. Chandan is leading 
the American Academy of Developmental Medicine and Dentistry's medical school 

curriculum change efforts, the National Curriculum Initiative in Developmental Medicine. She is an Assistant 
Professor at the University of Louisville, where she has a joint appointment with the School of Medicine, 
Department of Neurosurgery, Division of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation and with the School of Public 
Health and Information Sciences. She recently completed her PhD in Health Services Organization and 
Research from Virginia Commonwealth University.  


